
on nurturing the emotional, social, ethical, and cognitive development of students,
helping them become well-rounded and confident individuals who can contribute
positively to their communities.
Educating the Whole Student: This involves addressing the physical, mental,
emotional, and spiritual aspects of learners.
Experiential Learning: Emphasises learning through experience and real-world
engagement, such as community projects and inquiry-based learning.
Caring Classroom Culture: Creating a supportive and inclusive environment where
students feel valued and respected.
Integration of Arts, Sports, and Music: Encouraging participation in various activities
beyond traditional academics to foster creativity and physical well-being.
Overall, holistic education aims to create a balanced and enriching learning
experience that prepares students for all facets of life.
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NEWSLETTER
04 OCTOBER 2024

Dear Parents and Carers,
I am writing this letter to you on the 1st October. I knew it was Nigeria’s Independence
Day as I used to work in Lagos, Nigeria. However I have found out today that it is also
National Day of China, International Music Day as well as International Coffee Day. If
you are interested in more information about special days take a look at:
https://www.daysoftheyear.com/

Don't Hide Your Light Under a Bushel

At BSL all our students and staff are part of a collaborative Teaching & Learning
Community. We focus on providing academic excellence and a truly holistic
educational experience for all our young people. 
At BSL all our students and staff are part of a collaborative
Teaching & Learning Community. We focus on providing
academic excellence and a truly holistic educational
experience for all our young people.
Holistic Education: Is an approach that aims to develop all
aspects of a person, not just their academic abilities. It focuses 

Last week in our Primary assembly 2 of our students were
awarded the London College of Music Exam (LCME) Certificates.
Maya Cisse and Gabriel Brutus. This is a fantastic achievement
and one that we hope we can repeat this year too. 
Our school was the first Examination Centre for the LCME in the whole of Africa, set up
in 1999 by Mr Andrew McManus, our music teacher at the time. Mr McManus went on to
set up multiple exam centres all over Africa and Asia. Although retired now he is still
an international senior examiner for the LCME.
We encourage our students, teachers and members of the whole community not to
hide their light under a bushel but to let their light shine and show us what you can
achieve in all areas of your life.

Bushel: a measure of capacity equal to 8 gallons (equivalent to 36.4 litres), used for
corn, fruit, liquids, etc.

Mr Gareth Jones
Head of Primary
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1.Global Standards: The curriculum sets a global standard for education, recognized by
universities and employers worldwide. This means our students will be receiving an education
that is respected and valued internationally.

2. Flexible and Challenging: The curriculum is designed to be flexible, challenging, and inspiring.
It encourages students to develop an informed curiosity and a lasting passion for learning.

3. Inquiry-based learning: The curriculum encourages students to actively explore questions,
problems, or scenarios to gain a deeper understanding and knowledge.

4. Cultural Sensitivity: While it has an international approach, the curriculum is also culturally
sensitive, allowing it to be adapted to the local context and needs of your students.

5. Comprehensive Support: Cambridge provides a rich resource for school leaders to design,
develop, and implement the curriculum. This includes guidance on curriculum planning,
teaching approaches, leadership, and evaluation.

6. Professional Development: There are numerous professional development opportunities for
teachers, helping them to effectively deliver the curriculum and support their students.

7. Community Involvement: Implementing this curriculum often involves engaging with the local
community and parents, ensuring that the education provided is relevant and supported by all
stakeholders¹.

Overall, adopting the Cambridge International Primary Curriculum can enhance the quality of
education at our school, preparing students for future academic and career success while
fostering a love for learning. 

THE CAMBRIDGE
INTERNATIONAL

PRIMARY
CURRICULUM

We are very proud to announce that BSL Primary
School is now a Cambridge Primary School. Taught in
over 1,300 schools across 110 countries, this
achievement strengthens our commitment to
providing a world-class education. The curriculum’s
inquiry-based learning fosters critical thinking,
creativity, and problem-solving skills, giving our
students a clear path to success from primary school
through to their IGCSE exams. The membership of
this very prestigious worldwide organisation gives our
school many benefits:
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 NURSERY NEWSChildren continue to ‘Play, Learn and Grow’ in
the Nursery, exploring and developing their
sensory skills in all areas of learning. 

This week in Nursery we have been talking
about emotions.

Our song of the week is ‘If you’re happy and you know it’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=raM00vYJ_40 
The book of the week is ‘Colour me Happy’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Np3EXWTxQAw

We have alsobeen learning about colours and how different ones give
us a particular emotion. 
Listen to the story and talk to your child about what colours make them
feel happy, sad, excited, loved…
The children have been making emotion hand print pictures, talking
about colours and feelings in class.

RECEPTION NEWS

In reception we engaged in a variety of fun
developmental activities designed to spark curiosity
and foster growth.
The highlight of the week was an exciting colour-
mixing experiment. The children explored primary
colours, predicted what would happen when they
mixed them, and were thrilled with the vibrant results.
It was wonderful to see their faces light up as they
discovered new colours through their hands-on
experiments.
They also explored different material textures while
decorating letters with various types of paper. This
tactile activity not only enhanced their creativity but
also helped develop their hand-eye coordination
and precision.

YEAR 2 NEWS
Year 2 students have been studying traditional tales and cooked rice as a
hands-on connection to our weekly story, The King and the Chessboard.
Together as class, we brainstormed adjectives to describe rice and our
eating experiences, fostering creativity and engagement. The class
enjoyed preparing, cooking, and sharing ideas of their own delicious rice
dishes, making it a memorable moment.
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MAYA AND ANDREW    (YEAR 5)

Andrew

Maya

LEADER IN ME

What makes a good leader?

Maya: Someone who is not afraid to show
who they are and to be open minded.

Andrew: Someone who shows respect to
other people’s ideas and is caring.

Why are you a leader?

Maya: I think I can help people since they
know me and they feel free to speak to me.

Andrew: I have no fear about taking
people’s ideas to the school leadership and
helping people.

What is your favourite food? 

Maya: Sushi.

Andrew: Plantain and sausages and pizza
of course.

What is your favourite thing to do after
school or on weekends?

 
Maya: Gymnastics.

Andrew: Riding my bike and playing with my
neighbourhood friends.

C a n  y o u  t e l l  m e  a b o u t  s o m e t h i n g  c o o l  o r  i n t e r e s t i n g  y o u ’ v e  l e a r n e d  r e c e n t l y ?  
M a y a :  Roman Numera ls  and the  Romans .

A n d r e w :  Pompei  -  Mount  Vesuv ias  erupt ing .

I f  y o u  c o u l d  c r e a t e  a  n e w  g a m e ,  w h a t  w o u l d  i t  b e  a b o u t ?  
M a y a :  Unders tanding d i f fe rent  sub jects  and languages .

A n d r e w :  Educat iona l  game about  eng ineer ing or  techno logy .

W h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t  t o  b e  w h e n  y o u  g r o w  u p ,  a n d  w h y ?  
M a y a :  Doctor  to  he lp  people  -  par t icu lar ly  a  surgeon .

A n d r e w :  Change maker  -  espec ia l ly  to  do w i th  recyc l ing .

W h a t ’ s  y o u r  f a v o u r i t e  b o o k  o r  s t o r y  a n d  w h y  d o  y o u  l i k e  i t ?  
M a y a :  Dork  D iar ies .

A n d r e w :  Manga books  -  Demon S layer .

H o w  d o  y o u  t h i n k  w e  c a n  h e l p  p e o p l e  w h o  m i g h t  b e  s a d  o r  u p s e t ?  
M a y a :  So lve  the i r  prob lems by  mak ing them fee l  happy and safe .

A n d r e w :  Ta lk  to  them to  he lp  them so lve  the i r  prob lems ,  somet imes they  need to
be qu iet .

I f  y o u  c o u l d  h a v e  a n y  a n i m a l  a s  a  p e t ,  e v e n  i f  i t ’ s  i m a g i n a r y ,  w h a t  w o u l d  i t  b e ?
M a y a :  Puppies ,  wh i te  t igers .

A n d r e w :  Snow leopard ,  great  wh i te  shark .

An Interview with Maya and Andrew, Year 5. Maya and Andrew are the representatives for
Year 5 on the Primary Student Council; they are appreciated for being trustworthy and open-
minded.
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YEAR 1  NEWS

A lot of progress is being made in the Year 4
class- 80% of the class has passed off their
multiplication tables up to 12 x12! We’re on track
to beat our goal of having 100% multiplication
mastery by the mid-term break. Next up-
division and multiplying double digits! 

The Year 4 class has also introduced a new
creative initiative in the assembly this week-
InkTober! They linked this to World Teacher
Appreciation Day and made ‘inked’ cards for
each of their teachers. Ink techniques they have
learned about include: hatching, cross-
hatching, repeating a shape, contouring,
stippling, and scalloping. Make it a fun activity
for the whole family to be involved in! Use the
daily InkTober calendar prompts to inspire your
ink drawings. Post your work to your own social
media (with parent permission and
supervision!) using the hashtags #BSLinks and
#inktober. Or turn them into your teacher for a
dojo point and the school just might post them.
Happy inking!

Year 1 has been doing some fantastic work especially
in our science lessons, exploring our similarities and
differences, focusing on what makes each of us
special. As part of this, the children reflected on their
unique qualities and wrote positive affirmations such
as "I am brave" and "I am kind" on colourful leaves. The
children then proudly placed their affirmations on the
‘Positivity tree’ outside the classroom! Please feel free
to pop down to the class and have a look at some of
the wonderful qualities we have in our fantastic Year 1
classroom.

Year 5 are analysing a main character for their narrative
writing piece. Before writing their character description,
pupils used role play to further develop their ideas. Pupils
worked in pairs to hot-seat Tranio about what life was like in
Pompeii just before Mount Vesuvius erupted.

YEAR 5 - CHARACTER DESCRIPTION

HAPPY INKING YEAR 4



We welcome back Team Togo, which includes BSL students
Essorong and Lorraine, for their remarkable achievement in
representing Togo at the FIRST Global Challenge 2024 Robotics
Competition in Athens. This event was founded by Dean
Kamen, who established FIRST in 1989 with the goal of
stimulating young people's interest in science and technology.
The organisation hosts robotics competitions and other
programmes for primary and secondary school students,
encouraging them to develop their STEM skills and become
future leaders.
Their participation in this prestigious international event not
only makes our school proud but also showcases the talent
and potential of students from Togo on an international stage.
In this remarkable campaign to elevate Togo’s youth in the
field of technology, the vision behind it is Engineer Lolo. We are
honoured to know him and hope that BSL and Engineer Lolo
will have more collaborations to help all BSL students gain
these essential 21st-century skills.

TEAM TOGO: INSPIRING YOUNG INNOVATORS ON THE
GLOBAL STAGE

BSL is proud to share the fantastic news that Honorine Essi, our
dedicated primary staff member, has successfully completed her UK-
accredited TEFL certificate! This qualification covers a range of
theoretical and practical teaching modules, providing access to up-to-
date teaching resources that will enhance her practice. BSL firmly
believes in investing in its staff to raise educational standards, ensuring
continuous growth and development for both teachers and students.

CELEBRATING OUR STAFF:
HONORINE ESSI ACHIEVES
UK TEFL CERTIFICATION!

THANK YOU TO OUR KITCHEN STAFF!
At The British School of Lomé, we are fortunate to have a dedicated
kitchen staff who consistently strive to provide our students with high-
quality meals. We respect their hard work and commitment to
excellence, and we want to take a moment to express our heartfelt
gratitude.
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Year  6 students col laborat ively  learned
to use a compass to draw ci rc les in
Maths th is  week.  They appl ied the
concept  to f ind out  the radius and
diameter  of  a c i rc le .  They further
appl ied th is  concept  to draw a Venn
diagram to compare the physical
changes dur ing puberty  and the
features of  b iography and
autobiography in  Science and Engl ish ,
respect ively .

YEAR 6 NEWS

IBDP LEADERSHIP SESSION
On September 30th, Year 12 students participated in a dynamic leadership session designed to
prepare them for roles in the BSL Student Council. The session began with an engaging
presentation by Mr Naqvi, Head of School, who shared insights on various leadership styles from
his own experiences.
Following this, form tutors Mr Tickner, Mr Kagabo, and Ms Laura, 6th Form Coordinator, facilitated
an interactive outdoor activity that emphasised essential leadership skills such as team
building, individual development, and task achievement.These skills are vital for fostering
collaboration and ensuring effective representation across the entire school community.
The following day, students engaged in reflective discussions, assessing their strengths and
identifying areas for development in alignment with the IB Learner Profiles. This self-reflection
encouraged them to recognise their potential as future leaders and how they can contribute
meaningfully to the school community. Moreover, this leadership session not only provided
valuable insights and practical skills but also empowered students to embrace their roles in the
Student Council with confidence and competence.
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One of the most popular clubs of the whole ASEP programme is ART
with a Twist - run by Mrs Anderson, Ms Isabeau and Miss Rhonda -
allows our Reception, Year 1 and 2 pupils to get creative. 
The first two weeks have seen the pupils use our beautiful grounds and
natural materials to create artistic pieces. 

ART WITH A TWIST

CELEBRATING BSL TEACHERS



PRIMARY ASSEMBLY

Stars of the week

Our Head Boy, Hassan & Head Girl,
Ryme,  announcing the 1st green
card certificate for good behaviour
in the playground. Which was
awarded to Year 4.






