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NEWSLETTER
26 NOVEMBER 2024

INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND

This  event  coincided with s imi lar  celebrat ions at  internat ional  schools
around the wor ld ,  notably  an internat ional  school  in  Kazan.  However ,  what
set  BSL ’s  Internat ional  Weekend apart  was the inclus ion of  a Fête on
Saturday,  which engaged the ent i re  community—an in i t iat ive that  was t ru ly
wonderful  to  behold .  This  exempl i f ies  our  unwaver ing commitment to
foster ing inclus iv i ty  and celebrat ing the r ich tapestry  of  cul tures with in our
school .

I  would l ike to express special  thanks to the Estates team and the organis ing
committee for  their  except ional  ef forts  in  ensur ing that  the Fête was both
wel l-organised and enjoyable .  I  must  a lso acknowledge Mr Sy lvester ,  a
valued member of  the Estates team,  who unfortunately  had an accident
some t ime ago and is  current ly  on leave recover ing.  I  v is i ted him in  h is
v i l lage and found him in  good spir i ts .  I t  is  inspir ing to see how the rest  of  the
team has come together  to  support  one another  in  h is  absence.

The students ,  staf f ,  parents ,  vendors ,  and v is i tors  great ly  appreciated the
day,  and I  would l ike to thank those who shared their  feedback with me.  I t
was a del ightfu l  and memorable occasion for  a l l ,  f i l led with laughter ,
learning and connect ion.  Events  such as these not  only  strengthen our
community  bonds but  a lso remind us of  the beauty and r ichness of  our
divers i ty .

Thank you once again for  your  cont inued support ,  and al l  the best  to  our
Duke of  Edinburgh Internat ional  Award part ic ipants for  their  weekend
excurs ion.

Best  wishes ,

A K I F  N A Q V I
B.A . ,  TEFL ,  IT  Dip . ,  PGCE,  M.A .  (Econ.) ,  MBA (E)  LSE ,  NPQH (Enrol led)
DfE/BSO (Br i t ish Schools Overseas) (L2 & 1)  Inspector
H e a d  o f  S c h o o l

T h a n k  Y o u  f o r  M a k i n g  O u r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D a y
a n d  F ê t e  U n f o r g e t t a b l e !

Dear BSL  students ,  staf f ,  parents ,  guardians ,  fami ly
members and f r iends ,

I  would l ike to extend my heart fe l t  grat i tude to
everyone who contr ibuted to the success of  both
the Internat ional  Day on Fr iday and the
Internat ional  Fête on Saturday,  2024.  We received
overwhelmingly  posi t ive feedback f rom our  guests ,
parents ,  and students ,  for  which we are immensely
grateful .  I t  was part icular ly  inspir ing to witness our
students take the lead,  showcasing their
conf idence and pr ide in  our  d iverse community .
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Dear Parents and Guardians,

I hope this message finds you well.

I am writing to extend my heartfelt gratitude for your incredible support and
participation in our recent International Weekend. Your presence truly made the
event special and memorable for everyone involved.

On Friday, we were treated to an unforgettable International Assembly. The
performances were nothing short of spectacular, with dancing, singing, poetry, and
inspiring speeches that showcased the diverse talents and cultures within our
community. It was a joy to see the students shine on stage and share their heritage
with such pride and enthusiasm.

The festivities continued with an unforgettable carnival around La Caisse, where we
were entertained by the vibrant rhythms of Togolese drummers and the
mesmerising skills of stilt walkers. The atmosphere was electric, and it was wonderful
to see everyone come together to celebrate and enjoy the day.

On Saturday, we had a fantastic International Fete filled with fun, games, food, and
entertainment. It was a delightful day where families could relax, enjoy various
activities, and savour delicious international cuisines. The joy and laughter shared
by everyone truly highlighted the spirit of our community.

Your support, whether through attendance, food donation, volunteering, or
encouragement, played a crucial role in the success of this event. We are deeply
grateful for your involvement and for helping to create such a positive and enriching
experience for our students.

Thank you once again for your unwavering support. We look forward to many more
opportunities to celebrate and learn together.

Warm regards,

Gareth Jones
Head of Primary
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NURSERY NEWS

RECEPTION

The children had been practicing
Adowa for a week, and their hard
work truly paid off as they danced
with so much energy and
excitement, bringing smiles to
everyone.
This celebration perfectly ties into our
current theme on Traditions and
Celebrations, helping the children
understand and appreciate the
richness of diverse cultures. What a
fantastic way to bring learning to life!

During our International
Weekend celebration,
Reception students
embraced the spirit of cultural
diversity! Dressed beautifully
in their colorful cultural attires,
they represented Ghana with
pride and performed the
traditional Ghanaian dance,
Adowa. This dance, known for
expressing praise, warning, or
showcasing power, was a
wonderful addition to the
event.
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KEREN AND ALI (YEAR 2)

Ali

Keren

LEADER IN ME

W h a t  w a s  y o u r  f a v o u r i t e  p a r t  o f
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  w e e k e n d ( F r i d a y ) ?

A l i :  Trave l ing  to  Germany because
we pretended to  be on a  p lane and
ate  popcorn  ,  co lour ing our
passpor ts  and learn ing that  they  eat
pretze ls

K e r e n :  Vis i t ing  Aust ra l ia  in  the  Year
1  c lass  because we made
boomerangs .  We learned that  when
you throw i t ,  i t  comes back  to  us .

.
W h a t  w a s  y o u r  f a v o u r i t e  p a r t  o f
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
w e e k e n d ( S a t u r d a y ) ?

A l i :  P lay ing in  the  cast le

K e r e n :  Bouncy cast les  because my
f r iend Ce l ina and I  cou ld  p lay  catch
ins ide  and af terwards  my f r iend
Mabint i  jo ined us
.

W h a t  w a s  y o u r  f a v o u r i t e  f o o d
y o u  h a d  a t  t h e  w e e k e n d ?  

A l i :  Sweet ies  f rom my brother ’ s  shop

K e r e n :  Popcorn  ,  i  l i ked how i t  was  crunchy on the  outs ide  and d i f fe rent  co lours

T e l l  m e  o n e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  y o u  l e a r n t  a b o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  y o u r  c l a s s  s t u d i e d ?

A l i :  I t  i s  a  lo t  o f  h is tory  and invent ions  in  Germany

K e r e n :  Germany has  the  most  cast les  o f  any  count ry  in  the  wor ld .

W h i c h  c o u n t r y  w o u l d  y o u  l i k e  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  n e x t  y e a r ?  

A l i :  Senegal

K e r e n :  F rance 

An Interview with Keren Tatagan and Ali Hawili Year 2 Both. Keren and Ali took major roles in
the International Weekend by educating others about the country of Germany.
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YEAR 1’S INTERNATIONAL DAY: 
EXPLORING AUSTRALIA!

For International Day, Year 1 took a fascinating
journey to Australia! All week we explored Australian
culture and history, discovering many fun facts
about this incredible country. The children were
amazed to learn about animals found only in
Australia, like kangaroos and koalas, and enjoyed
comparing Australian culture to their own. Our week
culminated in a wonderful performance where the
children sang a brilliant song showcasing
everything they had learned. It was a joy to see their
enthusiasm and curiosity, celebrating the rich
diversity of our world through the lens of Australia!

YEAR 4 NEWS
To kick off our international week, the Year 4
class hosted three international poets to recite
their work and inspire the Upper Primary
students in their poetic pursuits. The poets were
in Togo for an international poetry slam
competition hosted here in Lomé. Each
represented their own countries, specifically
Germany, Denmark, and Scotland. They gave
performances of their original poems in their
native languages (German, Danish, English, and
Scots) and then led us in a creative writing
activity. This activity had students making small
poems from combining their favourite animals
with negative adjectives, and lesser liked
animals with positive adjectives. It was a great
morning of sharing ideas, languages, cultures,
and creativity! 
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YEAR 5 NEWS
This weekend, we celebrated International
Weekend by investigating China. We looked
at a factfile, developed and wrote
instructions for a game connected to the
country. On Saturday, pupils ran a stall at
the school fete where they organised and
ran the new game that they developed. It
was an extremely successful weekend and
one which highlighted the diversity and
action-driven pupils here at BSL. 

YEAR 4 / YEAR 5 INTERNATIONAL WEEK
For the International Weekend assembly, the Year 4 and
Year 5 classes teamed up to sing a song adapted from
Australian country singer Geoff Mack’s “I’ve Been
Everywhere”. This song was written in 1959 and gained so
much popularity that American country star Jonny Cash
recorded his USA adapted version in 1996. We performed
our BSL adapted version “I’m From Everywhere” on Friday
morning to celebrate our diverse and globalised
community. 

For the Saturday weekend event, the Year 4 stall offered
several traditional South Korean games. We had 박터트리기,
a Korean piñata that drops blessings, and 윷놀이, Yunnori- a
Korean board game similar to Ludo that uses divination
sticks representing animals for dice. 



Year  6 students had fun explor ing the dance and games for  their  chosen
country  Cote d ' Ivoi re .  They shared in  a praise song to share the pr ide of  the
country ’s  footbal l  team,  the t radit ional  games l ike mancala ,  l ion and the
impala and kudoda with other  students who enjoyed the cultural  integrat ion
and immersion for  the day whi le  improving on their  coordinat ion and cr i t ical
th ink ing.

YEAR 6 
CÔTE D’IVOIRE

YEAR 3



INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND ASSEMBLY
PARADE OF NATIONS



INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND ASSEMBLY
INTERNATIONAL FETE



PRIMARY ASSEMBLY

Stars of the week

HUGE THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

We extend our  heart fe l t  G R A T I T U D E  to  the p a r e n t s ,  s p o n s o r s ,  a n d  e v e r y o n e
who helped make the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W e e k e n d  celebrat ion a t rue success .
Your  unwaver ing support ,  encouragement ,  and involvement made th is  event
a memorable one,  f i l led with cul tural  d ivers i ty  and meaningful  exchanges.

Mr  Monnien
Chr is  Jr
Gracia
Van de Velde 
Mr Dele 
Al l  year  12  students

The Pr imary Assembly th is  week was
al l  about  how making mistakes and
learning f rom them and overcoming
setbacks is  a l l  part  of  l i fe .  We had a
very interest ing quiz  between 3 Year  5
students (with help f rom al l  Year  5 's
and a few others)  and 3 Teachers .  The
quiz  was about  recognis ing famous
people f rom some of  the setbacks that
they have had to overcome in  their
l ives .  The quiz  ended in  a two al l  draw!
We also celebrated some bir thdays ,
our  Stars  of  The Week and Our  Green
Card Winners ,  Year  2 ,  for  being k ind
and courteous.  
F inal ly  our  Student  Counci l  and Head
Boy and Gir l  got  their  beaut i fu l
badges so that  we can recognise
them. Wel l  done everyone!

Birthdays
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By only  us ing each letter
once,  how many
dif ferent  words can you
make f rom ‘ Internat ional
Weekend’?

Two to start  of f :  

Train
Wake

How many more can you
f ind?




